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APPROACH &
TARGET GROUP

Product approach:
The 1190 RC8 completes the global range of sportmotorcycles. 
To demonstrate: As a leading manufacturer, KTM is able to realize 
a fully competitive Superbike.

Positioning:
On top of other „Twin-manufacturers“ (Ducati & Aprilia), the 1190 
RC8 faces all four-cylinder Superbikes, including all Japanese 
brands and MV Agusta. In this most competitive market at all, the 
first KTM Superbike appears with a fascinating design, innovative 
technical solutions and a superb rideability. Within the SBK-
segment, the 1190 RC8 features the biggest engine (cc) but the 
lowest overall weight. Benchmark for the 1190 RC8 is the Ducati 
line-up 1098/1098S

Target group:
Existing and experienced Superbike (street) riders – mainly 
convinced of the twin concept. Self-confident people with a special 
relation for technique, design and motorsport

A SUPERBIKE 
MILESTONE!
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INTERNAL & EXTERNAL POSITIONING*

Premium

Entry

Fun & leisureRace tool

1190 RC8

990 Super Duke R

950 Super Enduro R

990 Super Duke

990 Adventure

990 Adventure S

990 SM

950 SMR

690 SM

690 Enduro

690 SMC

EXC
SX / SMR

MV Agusta F4 1000 S
Premium

Entry

Race tool

1190 RC8

Fun & leisure

Ducati 1098

Yamaha YZF-R1
Honda CBR 1000 RR

Kawasaki ZX-10R
Suzuki GSX-R 1000

690 Duke

* Description of the respective model within the KTM model line-up and compared to its competitors with regard to usage and price positioning (Entry Premium) respecitvely 
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BIKE BASIS
In comparison to all other completely new launched 2008 bikes, the 1190 RC8 cannot be compared with any other KTM 
motorbike! The launch of KTM’s first real thoroughbred Superbike goes far beyond merely introducing a new model. In 
terms of effort, investment and dedication, the 1190 RC8 is the company’s most ambitious development project yet 
undertaken.

Although based on the lightest state-of-the-art serial V2 ever, a completely new, extremely low weight and very 
compact engine was created for the 1190 RC8. Furthermore, the engineers responsible for the 1190 RC8 put their 
considerable expertise to work to create an innovative frame made of high-strength chrommoly steel. Besides the 
already mentioned highlights, the mindful spectator will recognize other outstanding features, e.g. a from scratch newly 
developed and designed swing arm, cockpit or the vast range of possibilities for individual adjustment of the rider’s 
position.

The 1190 RC8 is exceptional – in every single aspect!
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TECHNICAL DATA

1) Measured by KTM 2) Measured by „PS“ (ed. 5/2007) 1098 was compared with RSV 1000 R Factory (lighter)! 3) Measured by „PS“ (ed. 3/2008)



TECHNICAL DATA
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4) Measured by „PS“ (ed. 4/2007) 5) Value published by www.motorradonline.de
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TOP ARGUMENTS & FEATURES (1)

Completely new, extremely lightweight and compact 75° V2 engine
1190 RC8 engine weighs just 63 kg
Ducati 1098: approx. 68 kg
Suzuki GSX-R 1000: approx. 65 kg (lightest Inline-4-cylinder on the market)

Innovative frame made of high-strength chromoly steel
At less than 7.5 kg, the backbone of the 1190 RC8 is a good 5 kg lighter than
comparable light alloy bridge-type frames (this type of frame is used by
Honda, Kawasaki, Suzuki and Yamaha)

Fully adjustable WP Suspension elements
Fork: 43 mm USD with a wide range of possible settings (spring preload, rebound,
compression)
Monoshock: Variable spring preload, adjustment of rebound and high/low speed
compression
Most of the competitors’ bikes do not offer this wide range of possible settings for either
comfortable rides or track usage
Especially the limited front fork adjustment range of the Ducati 1098 is steadily criticised in
comparison tests (see e.g. “PS”, ed. 5/2007)!

High-end two-part aluminium swing arm and linkage system for a maximum of traction
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TOP ARGUMENTS & FEATURES (2)

Vast and outstanding range of possibilities for individual adjustment of the rider’s position
Adjustable rear end by 20 mm which leads to an adjustable seat height (805 – 825 mm) 
Height-adjustable handlebars and food pegs
Adjustable handbrake, foot brake, clutch and gear lever
No other competitor offers this vast range of possible rider’s adjustments ex works!

Suzuki GSX-R 1000: adjustable food pegs

Adjustable steering damper comes as standard
Ducati 1098: no adjustments possible

The 1190 RC8 is – together with the Honda CBR 1000 RR – the lightest Superbike on the market!
< 199 kg “ready to race” with a full tank (16 litres)!
Ducati 1098: 201 kg with a full tank (15.5 litres, weighed by “PS" (ed. 5/2007), German motorcycle magazine, and by
KTM)
Honda CBR 1000 RR: 200 kg with a full tank (17.7 litres, weighed by “PS” (ed. 3/2008), German motorcycle magazine)

Sophisticated underfloor exhaust system
Optimal utilisation of power
Favourable location close to the centre of gravity

Extensive offer of exclusive PowerParts
1190 can be customized either for racing purposes or onroad-usage

http://images.google.at/imgres?imgurl=http://www.lichtleben-lexikon.de/Abschnitt_3_N-Z/W-Z/Waage/Waage.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.lichtleben-lexikon.de/Abschnitt_3_N-Z/W-Z/Waage/body_waage.html&h=541&w=598&sz=16&hl=de&start=196&tbnid=NxuubfoXGJ56_M:&tbnh=122&tbnw=135&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dwaage%26start%3D180%26gbv%3D2%26ndsp%3D20%26hl%3Dde%26sa%3DN
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TOP ARGUMENTS & FEATURES (3)

Extraordinary handling and easy 
rideability due to a perfect interaction 
of engine and chassis

Smoother, more homogenous power delivery and not as aggressive as the 
Ducati 1098

makes the bike easier to ride and more controllable
Ducati 1098 suffers from a power- and torque break-in between 3500 and
4500 rpm (see chart)!

At least on the same level as Ducati with regard to homologated power
KTM 1190 RC8: 154 hp @ 10000 rpm
Ducati 1098: 154 hp @ 9750 rpm (brochures “promise” 160 hp @ 9750 rpm!)
Aprilia RSV 1000 R: 143 hp @ 10000 rpm

Racing is the nucleus of KTM – and Superbike racing is competing on the very top end of road racing!

Road racing experience of KTM (race wins and vice titles in GP 125 / 250 cc) has a vast impact on 
KTM’s developments for its street models

Race-proven components find their way into serial production for KTM’s street bikes
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TOP ARGUMENTS & FEATURES (4)

The 1190 RC8 was designed and developed by dedicated, passionate and 
race-experienced engineers for motorcyclists who adore excellent 
performance in combination with extraordinary design.

High vertical range of manufacture
Main components, such as the frame, engine, front fork (WP Austria, located 
in the KTM headquarters) and exhaust system, are developed and 
produced by KTM in Mattighofen!

Not only with KTM Offroad bikes, but also with KTM street models the company already established itself as a very 
competitive manufacturer which offers high-end bikes with an outstanding performance and design

Example: 990 Super Duke was awarded “’07 Motorcycle of the Year” in the US!

Strong commitment to high-quality producers and components
Examples: WP Suspension, Brembo, Marchesini, Excel, Keihin, 
Acerbis, ZADI and many more!
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POWER PARTS

Various Marchesini wheels
(aluminium / magnesium)
Dymag carbon wheels
Tire warmers
TPMS (Tire Pressure Monitoring System)
Complete Superstock fairing
Vast range of Superstock parts
(exhaust system, foodpeg kit,
crash bobbins etc.)

POWER WEAR
R-Leathersuit
R-Boots
R-Gloves
...

Tank pad
Tinted windshield
Alarm system
Rear bag
CNC clutch cover
Aluminium cap brake fluid reservoir
Aluminium cap clutch fluid reservoir
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GENERAL INFORMATION & CONCLUSION
The Superbike market is the technological playground for leading manufacturers. The segment is driven by 
innovations, which leads to a very short product life cycle. Key marketing tools are racing activities for SBK 
and STK series. In terms of product Suzuki‘s GSX-R 1000 is the worldwide benchmark, while in terms of 
image Ducati is leading the market.


